Metropolitan Hilarion (Alfeyev) of Volokolamsk, 20.02.2022

Russian:

1 He MOry KOMMEHTMPOBATh Lienu, € KoTopbiMU npe3ngeHT CLUA obpaliaeTtcs K
PYCCKOMY HapoZ4y, HO 5 yMato, YTO 060N ANANor, B CO34aBLUNXCA YCIOBUSX MONE3EH.
Ananor MOXeT NpUHNUMaTb pa3HoO6pasHble popMbl. CaMoe BaxHOE, YTOObI
COXPaHWNCA MUP, Npexae BCero MMp mexay Poccren n YkpanHom.

Mbl XOPOLLO MOMHUM, Kak aMepUKaHLbl 4eCTBOBaNM Ha bavxHem BocToke, Mbl MOMHUM
Kakas cuTyaumsa cnoxunack B ipake, nocie nx BTOPXeHUs, Mbl MOMHWM, YTO NPOMN30LLJIO
B JINBNW N OYeHb Hbl HE XOTeNoCh, YTObbI YTO-NMOBO NOAOOHOE NOBTOPUIOCH Ha HaLLeM
NCTOPUYECKOM NPOCTPaHCTBe. A AnsA Hac, ntofen Llepksn, ana npeacrasutenent PIIL, v
Poccna, n YkpawvHa, v benopyccua, 1 apyrve cornpejenbHble rocygapcrtesa - 3TO
rocyfapcrBa, rae XmMBeT Halla NnacTBa U Mbl 60sieeM 33 X CyAbbYy He MeHblLe, YeM Mbl
6oneem 3a cyabby Poccun.

/I B 3TOM OTHOLLEHWW, KOHeYHO, AN1a Pycckoin MNMpasocnaBHoM LepkBy BCA 3Ta cUTyaLms
0COb6eHHO 60ne3HeHHa, MOTOMY YTO HallW NHOAN HAXOAATCA U Ha TOW, U Ha APYromn
cTopoHe. Tak Xe, Kak Korga Mbl roBopuM o JoHbacce. BOT, Mbl 3Haem, 4TO 4acTb
[loHbacca npuHaanexuT K HenpusHaHHbIM pecnybavkam AHP n JTHP, yactb JoHb6acca
OTHOCUTCA K YKpanHe. Mexay HUMMu pasgennTtenbHasa IMHNG, a Halla nacTsa, OHa XnseT
Ha TOW CTOPOHEe 1 Ha APYroin CTopoHe. M Halln apxunepen UMerT enapxmn, y KOTOpbIX
eCTb NPUXOoAbl U TaM, 1 TaM. T.e. apxmepein, 418 Toro YTobbl noceLatb NPUXOAbl CBOEN
ernapxun, oH JOJIKeH NMOCTOAHHO MNepeesXaTb Yepes 3Ty pasAe/NTeNIbHY NNHUK. Ho
npob6semMa KacaeTcs He TONbKO apxuepees. [Tpobnema KacaeTcs W NPOCTbIX NOAEN, Y
MHOIMX M3 KOTOPbIX CeMbW pa3geneHbl. YacTb CEMbW XWMBET B O4HOW CTOPOHE, 4acTb
CeEMbM XWVBET B AiPYrol CTOpOHe.

Mo3ToMy, 4eM cKopee MNpeKkpaTUTC 3TO MPOTMBOCTOSIHME, YeM bbicTpee peLuaTcs
HakonuBLUMecs NpobnemMbl, TemM 3TO byzeT nydiie. W, KOHEYHO, Mbl MOJIUMCSI O TOM,
YTOOGbI npobnembl peLmnInch He  BOEHHbIM, A MUPHBbIM nyTem.
N 9 oyeHb HajewCb, Ha TO, YTO Ha 0b6enx CTOPOHax KOHGAMKTA XBaTUT MyAPOCTU U
MY>eCTBa A/ TOro, UTO6bI BbIATA Ha MeperoBOPHbLI/ MPOLLECC U peLlnTb HakonMBLLMeCs
Npo6ieMbl MIMEHHO NyTeM NeperoBopoB.

Google Translation to English:

| cannot comment on the goals with which the President of the United States addresses
the Russian people, but | think that any dialogue is useful in the current conditions.
Dialogue can take many forms. The most important thing for peace to be preserved is,
above all, peace between Russia and Ukraine.

We remember very well how the Americans acted in the Middle East, we remember the
situation in Iraq after their invasion, we remember what happened in Libya and we would
not want anything like this to happen again in our historical space. And for us, the people
of the Church, for the representatives of the RPC, and Russia, and Ukraine, and Belarus,



and other adjacent states - these are states where our flock lives and we care for their
fate no less than we care for the fate of Russia.

And in this regard, of course, for the Russian Orthodox Church, this whole situation is
especially painful, because our people are on both sides. Just like when we talk about
Donbass. Here, we know that part of Donbass belongs to the unrecognized republics of
DNR and LNR, part of Donbass belongs to Ukraine. There is a dividing line between them,
and our flock, it lives on that side and on the other side. And our bishops have dioceses
that have parishes there and there. le Bishop, in order to visit the parishes of his diocese,
he must constantly cross this dividing line. But the problem is not limited to bishops. The
problem also affects ordinary people, many of whom have separated families. Part of the
family lives on one side, part of the family lives on the other side.

Therefore, the sooner this confrontation ends, the sooner the accumulated problems are
resolved, the better. And, of course, we pray that the problems will be resolved not by
military means, but by peaceful means.

And | very much hope that on both sides of the conflict there will be enough wisdom and
courage to enter the negotiation process and solve the accumulated problems through
negotiations.



