No Justifications Exist For This War

Pastoral letter of the bishops of the Orthodox Church of Finland, February 26, 2022.

The Orthodox Church of Finland absolutely condemns the invasion of Ukraine by the Russian
Federation. Absolutely no justifications exist for this war. The Ukrainian nation deserves all our
support: both financially and through our prayer. Filantropia ry, the charity organization of our
church, offers one way to send Ukrainians urgent crisis aid. Our church is also preparing to offer aid
and support for refugees.

We appeal to the bishops and priests under the Moscow Patriarchate to advance the cause of peace.
At this difficult moment, our thoughts are with the Ukrainian people, now fleeing the terrors of war
to neighboring countries. The innocent people are always the greatest victims of any war, and we
are particularly discomforted by the situation of the children.

We, too, must strive for peace and concord. The blame for this situation should not be placed on the
ordinary Russian people and no disharmony be created among the membership of our Church in
Finland. Each member of our Church member is dear to us, no matter their ethnic background.

We ask all to remember the suffering people in their prayers and the priests to perform prayer
services for peace. Let us complete our prayer together!

Many are worried about the possibility of the expansion of this war. According to our country’s
political leadership, there is currently no immediate military threat of Finland. As a church, of course,
we pray to the Triune God so that we may to continue to “lead a quiet and peaceable life in all
godliness and honesty” (1. Timothy 2:2).

”So then let us pursue what makes for peace and for mutual upbuilding.” (Romans 14:19)
With paternal love in Christ,

+ His Eminence, Archbishop Leo of Helsinki and all Finland
+ His Eminence, Metropolitan Arseni of Kuopio and Karelia
+ His Eminence, Metropolitan Elia of Oulu

+ His Grace, Bishop Sergei of Hamina

«BoliHe - HeT onpaBAaHUA»

MacTbipcKoe nocnaHme apxmepenckoro cobopa PuHAsHACKON MpaBociaBHOM Lepkeu 26.2.2022.
®uHnaHacKan MpaBocnaBHas LEPKOBb OAHO3HAYHO OCyXAaeT AencTena Poccuiickoit ®epepaunu B
YKpauHe. BoliHe — HeT onpasAaHuA. Hapog, YKpauHbl HyXXAaeTcA BO BCECTOPOHHEN NoAAepIKKe: KaK
3KOHOMMYECKM NYyTEM cbopa cpeacTB, TaK U AYXOBHO CUAOM MOANTB. Yepes KPpM3UCHYHO MOMOLLb
opraHu3aumMn-napTHEpa Hawel uepkau «Filantropia ry» MoXKHO NOMOYb YKpauHuam. B Hawwel
LEPKBM BEAETCA NOATOTOBKA K OKa3aHMIO MOMOLLM M Noaaep:ke 6exeHueB..

Mbl o6paLlaemcs K enMckonam u AyxoBeHCTBY MOCKOBCKOro naTpuapxaTa € NpM3bIBOM NOCAYKUTb
aeny mupa.

B 3TOT TpyAHbIA MOMEHT HallM MbICAU - C HAPOAOM YKpPauHbl, CTPEMALLMMCA OT Y*KacoB BOWHbI Ha
TeppuUTopmUKn conpesenbHbix rocygapcts. Camble BEIMKUE KepPTBbl BOMHbI 3TO HEBUHHbIE, B
0cobeHHOCTH yXKacaeT cyabba geten.

TaKKe M Ham 34ecb HEOBXOAMMO CTPEMUTLCA K MUPY U coracuio. Mbl Hageemcs, 4To B 3TOM
cUTyaumnmn obBMHEHMA He NaayT Ha Hapog Poccnm, n 4to mbl He Byaem BO30rpeBaTb BpaxKay Mexay
NPOXKUBaOLWUMKN B DUHASHANM NPUXOKaHaAMK. [1a Hac Kaxkabl NPUXOXKAHUH NOOMM U LLEeHEH
paBHbIM 06pa3oM, HE3aBUCUMO OT STHUYECKOTO NMPOUCXOXKAEHMA.



Mpu3biBaem BCEX MOMHUTb CTPAKAYLLMX B MOAUTBAX, @ AYXOBEHCTBO - COBEPLUATb MoAebHbI 0 Mmupe.
Bo3Hecém monnTebl BmecTe!

MHorve 06ecrnoKoeHbl BO3MOXKHbIM paclumMpeHnem nose 6oesbix genctaumii. CornacHo pykoBoaCTBY
Hallen CTpaHbl, Ha AAHHbIK MOMEHT B NOJIe 3pEHMNA He NPOCMATPMBAETCA BOEHHOM Yrpo3bl Hall el
cTpaHe. Pasymeetcs, Mbl Kak LilepkoBb BO3HOCMM MonuTBbI TpueanHomy bory, utobbl 1 B
OANbHENLLEM XNUTb «KU3Hb TUXYIO U Be3MATEKHYI0 BO BCSIKOM B1aroyectnn u yuctore» (1. Tum.
2:2).

«WTaK Byaem MCKaTb TOro, YTO CAYXKUT K MUPY U KO B3aMMHOMY HasuaaHuto.» (Pum. 14:19)
BbnarocnoBnas,

+ JIEB, Apxnenuckon XenbCUHKKU U Bcelt PuHASHAUM

+ APCEHWUI, Mutponoaut Kyonuo v Kapenuu

+ WA, Mutpononnt Oyny

+ CEPTMI, Enuckon XaMuHbl



