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70%

14 specialized agencies

70%

14 specialized agencies

9 “functional” commissions

Statistical Commission 

Commission on Population and Development 

Commission for Social Development 

Commission on the Status of Women

Commission on Narcotic Drugs

Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice

Commission on Science and Technology for Development 

Commission on Sustainable Development 

United Nations Forum on Forests

Duty-Bearer

HUMAN RIGHTS

Rights-Holder/s

CHURCHES – NGO 
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A Human Rights Approach  

• Focus on the poorest / most marginalized / vulnerable

• Focus on equality / gender

Committee on Economic, 

Social and Cultural Rights

Working Group

Country Rapporteur

Country profile

Core document 

Treaty-specific documents

– information relating to the implementation 

– recent developments in law and practice 

– information on the concrete measures taken

– information on the steps taken to address 

issues raised by the Committee in previous 

report
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Article 11: The right to adequate housing

50. Indicate whether a national survey on 

homelessness and inadequate housing 

has been undertaken, as well as its 

findings, in particular the number of 

individuals and families who are 

homeless or inadequately housed and 

without access to basic infrastructures 

and services such as water, heating, 

waste disposal, sanitation, and electricity, 

as well as the number of persons living in 

over-crowded or structurally unsafe 

housing. 

Article 15

68. Indicate the measures taken to 

protect cultural diversity, promote 

awareness of the cultural heritage of 

ethnic, religious or linguistic minorities 

and of indigenous communities, and 

create favourable conditions for them to 

preserve, develop, express and 

disseminate their identity, history, 

culture, language, traditions and 

customs.

• collective report

• criticising the official report and 

measures, reforms and policies 

introduced by the government, as 

well as the gap between legislation 

and its applicability

• recommendations, at first to the 

attention of the Committee and 

indirectly, to the government

Shadow/alternative report
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Lutheran World Federation (1952) 

Commission of the Churches on International Affairs of the World Council of Churches 

(1969) 

World Alliance of Reformed Churches (1974) 

Baptist World Alliance (1974) 

Conference of European Churches (1979) 

Greek Orthodox Archdiocesan Council of North and South America (1985) 

United Methodist Church General Board of Global Ministries (1996) 

World Council of Independent Christian Churches (1996) 

World Evangelical Alliance (1997) 3,735 NGOs enjoy 

consultative status 
Canadian Council of Churches (1997) 

Presbyterian Church USA (1998) 

Social Service Agency of the Protestant Church in Germany (2004) 

ACT Alliance — Action by Churches Together (2012) 

http://csonet.org/content/documents/Brochure.pdf

International Covenant on 

Social, Economic and Cultural 

Rights (1966 – 1976)

Economic and Social Council Concluding Observation

General Comment

State Background

Report Information

Dialogue
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5th May 2013, 

• individuals claiming that their rights under the 

Covenant have been violated

• inquiries on grave or systematic violations of any of 

the economic, social and cultural rights

• inter-state complaints

• collective report

• criticising the official report and 

measures, reforms and policies 

introduced by the government, as 

well as the gap between legislation 

and its applicability

• recommendations, at first to the 

attention of the Committee and 

indirectly, to the government

Shadow/alternative report

COUNTRY 14

Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Belarus

THEMATIC 37

Special Rapporteur on adequate housing as a component of the right to an 

adequate standard of living, and on the right to non-discrimination in this 

context

Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights

Special Rapporteur on the right to education

Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of 

association

Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief


